SEEING THE EMPIRE

hand. To pretend that it was a complete satisfaction is
to ignore the inner conflict of nature, the preferences,
aversions and forming tastes which constitute the per-
sonal life of any young man. In Canada the Prince was
happy not only in carrying out a duty as the King's
ambassador but also in realizing some of his own natural
inclinations. Canada helped to confirm and give point
to his character. Not every man in the middle twenties
could have maintained a balance in the face of such an
onslaught of popularity. For sitting on top of the
world is dangerous. Whether attained by act or accident,
what position is more perilous ? Few can hold it for
any length of time or with any degree of grace. In the
Prince's life that Canadian tour was a time of crisis, no
less. We know now how well he came through. The
outstanding effect of it all upon himself was to induce
a true and deep affection for Canada and its people.

We left the Prince at Saint John, New Brunswick.
He went from there to Halifax on his way to Quebec,
when he was greeted with equal warmth by the French
and English elements of the population. Then he
travelled to Toronto and to Ottawa, where he was com-
pelled to seek respite from the already great strain of
the tour. Then he made his way to that beautiful St.
Lawrence city, Montreal; to Port Arthur, Fort William
and W'innipeg; then through the prairies to Edmonton,
Saskatoon and Calgary ; then to Vancouver. Canadians
everywhere gave him almost too hearty a welcome. He
soon found that he had not developed a sufficiently
strong technique of hand-shaking. Every man who
could get near him insisted on seizing his right hand,
with the result that once, after meeting about two
thousand Canadian soldiers, it was put out of action.
There was still his left hand, of course, and it was not
long before this too was being threatened by paralyzing
grips. During the whole of the tour there was hardly
a stopping-place where some little unrehearsed incident
did not mark the occasion. Some of these will be longer
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